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Who Done It... and Why? Ollie Chandler is a brilliant and quick-witted homicide detective who lives

by Ollieâ€™s First Law: &#147;Things are not what they appear.â€• When a university professor is

found murdered and the motive looks like revenge, a stunning discovery leads Ollie to an

unimaginable conclusion. Could the murderer be a fellow homicide detective? As he probes deeper,

another detective is murdered. What is the root of this jumbled, deceptive mess of lies and secrets?

Jake Woods returns from Deadline and Clarence Abernathy from Dominion, in this heart-pounding

murder mystery bristling with tension and suspicion. Deception will take you to heaven and hell and

back again&#133;breathless to discover the truth.
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DECEPTION by Randy Alcorn had the potential to be a breakout, transcending Christian novel. It is

a sequal to Deadline and Dominion, two novels I haven't read. In DECEPTION, Detective Ollie

Chandler is on call when a professor is found murdered in his home. Chandler arrives at the scene

and notices many things, but perhaps none more surprising than a Black Jack gumwrapper. No one

chews Black Jack any more, except for Ollie Chandler. Also, Ollie can't remember where he spent

the previous evening because he'd been drinking. Could he be involved in the murder? Chandler

soons find evidence linking the murder to several of the ten homicide detectives and figures the

killer had to be one of their own. The novel follows a predictive pattern of Chandler suspecting all of

his fellow detectives at one time or another. This becomes tedious at times when it is hard to tell the

detectives apart.Detective Ollie Chandler is a great lead character. Alcorn has a definite voice as a



writer. Chandler is witty, sarcastic and stubborn, yet gets the job done.The plot is an indepth police

procedural full of twists and great characters. And, perhaps most importantly, Alcorn attempts to

answer some heavy spiritual questions, the primary one being why does God allow bad things and

suffering to happen on earth.Like I said, it had great potential, but was way, way, way to long.Ollie

Chandler has had a rough life. His wife had recently died and he blames God for not allowing her to

live.His friends Jake and Clarence, from previous novels, meet with him weekly and are constantly

debating Christianity with him. These arguments are entertaining, moving and enlightening, but in

the middle third of the book seem to be repetitive.
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